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Victories, Challenges & the Long Road Ahead
KWA Continues to Gain Ground in the Fight for Healthy Waterways in Kentucky

news started leaking into the

y 0 u @mine wdrkis kt evesy built oponh ©er
an update about the BP oil spill i what 300 million gallons of slurry waste
some are calling an unparalleled man- spewed into Wolf Creek and Coldwater
People Fork, killing all aquatic life for many
throughout the U.S. and Kentucky are miles, disrupting public water supplies,
asking themselves the same question, covering the land of beloved homes
hel p ? 0 witka noxic Eoalnsturey csludge, rasd
t h a tpolluting hundreds of mikesof the Bign
mental disaster is occurring everyday Sandy River and the Ohio River.
Throughout eastern Kentucky there
are many more of these slurry im-
poundments, posing risks to our com-
munities and our waterways.

underground

made for years.

by Massey Energy in Martin County Every facet of the coal industry poses

health risks and problems i for the
land, air and water, and most impor-
tantly, for our families. KWA has been
hard at work to minimize these im-
pacts on our waterways and our com-
munities. Many of our efforts are now
bearing fruit - especially at the federal
level. The US EPA, the US Army Corps
of Engineers (Corps), and Office of
Surface Mining (OSM) are issuing new
rules and guidance that echo many of
the fundamental arguments KWA has

(Continued on pag#0)

ACTION NEEDED: Stop Mercury Rising in the Ohio River
ORSANCO Considering Proposal that Could Allow More Mercury Into the Ohio

T he Ohio River Valley
Water Sanitation Com-
mission or ORSANCQ a multi-
state organization that recom-
mends
water quality 1 is considering a
proposal that would give coal
fired power plants and other
polluters the right to dump
more and more mercury and
other toxins into the Ohio
River.

Under the proposed change,
polluters would be allowed to
apply for a waiver of the Octo-
ber 2013 moratorium on mix-
ing zones for Bio-accumulative
Chemicals of Concern (BCCs).

standards

is an area
where toxic pollution is allowed
to be dumped in quantities
greater than established water
quality standards and then
diluted to meet the legal limits
for water quality.

A mixing zone

ORSANCO is considering this

proposed change even in light
of their own survey that found
that millions of adults and
children are using the river for

desreation ranging from fishing

and power boating to kayak-
ing, swimming, and diving.
The survey additionally found
that over 13 million pounds of
fish from the river are con-
sumed every year. ORSANCO

commissioned the survey fol- Beargrass Creek

Il owing the publ

ing resistance to the 2006 kwaA launching

proposal t o
recreational water quality stan-
dards.

(Continued on pag#1)

Visit www.KWAlliance.org/comment to Say No to Mercury Rising in the Ohio River!
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From the Executive Director Newstreams

Navigating the Future of KWA

he BP oil disaster in the Gulf of

Mexico has brought environ-
mental concerns back into the news
and the minds of people everywhere.
If we learn nothing else from this
devastating environmental disaster, |
hope we realize that it costs much less
to take the necessary steps to protect
water quality than to try to clean up
after a disaster.

My colleagues and | have worked for
years for regulations that better pro-
tect our precious waterways - our
drinking sources and lifeline for a
healthy future. Colleagues like Cyn
Sartou, executive director of the Gulf
Restoration Network - a group that is
currently on the ground working to
clean up the mess BP has made. | had
the pleasure of presenting the River
Hero award to her in May given by
River Network. (See picture above.) It
reminded me that even if the world
doesnodt al ways
tant our work
shoul dnét Il et
we know we should do.

i s

On the home front, despite incredible
progress lately - particularly in the
protection of Appalachian streams -
KWA will need your help and support
more than ever before as we navigate
the future. Unfortunately we seem to

be fighting the state on discharge
permits from coal mines i even with
new EPA guidance giving clear limits
for conductivity. (Read front page
article.) And we continue to be at odds
with the state about how best to keep

our cleanest waterways clean.

These challenges come at a time when
KWA is feeling the pinch from the
economic downturn. However, all of
us at KWA are using this as an oppor-
tunity to revisit our strategic plan so
we can refocus and plan for a more
sustainable future. (Read article page
3.) We want you to know that we are
putting every dollar you donate to
good use so that Kentucky Waterways
Alliance can continue being the voice
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Hugh Archer, Secretary

Bruce W. Scott, Immediate Past
President

KWA Staff

Judith Petersen, Executive Director

for healthy waterways and healthy
communities in Kentucky.

We do ask that you rally around us. If
each of our members gave just a little
more than normal or helped us recruit
a handful of new members, we would
not only survive, but thrive in these
uncertain times. If you are willing to
hold a house party or pitch in at an
upcoming fundraising event, please let
me know. Your help is greatly appreci-
ated!

Jason Flickner, Water Resources
Program Director

Tessa Edelen, Watershed Program
Director

Jennifer Milburn, Outreach Director

how i mpor -

Angg\lla}e Doyle, Development Director

has been important and critical for the
future. On the horizon, we are plan-
ning to place more emphasis on pro-
tecting fAspecial
cured support to begin a Rockcastle
River Conservation program. (Read . .
article page 7.) We oRogkcastlesRiverPeogram Rieeetorn g
how to integrate the Aquatic Resource ]

Fund we manage for the US Fish and Jim Hays
Wildlife Service into our work and
priorities. Even with our challenges,
the future looks bright.

Robert Wilson, Bookkeeper
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Louisville, KY 40206
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For a healthier planet, not necessarily represent the views of KWA or its

J udy Pete I S@fffyers: Send your comments or letters to the editor

to Jennifer@KWAlliance.org.

In closing, we should all be looking
into the future for the sake of our
children and our
a perceptive 8-year-old once said,
AWhy donét we do
can to take care of the planet?
/tés the only one
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Kentucky Waterways Alliance Looks to the Future
Board Members & KWA Staff Come Together to Map out a New Strategic Plan

Jennifer Milburn

What does it mean to plan strategically? Simply put, strategic planning determines where an organization
is going over several years, how it's going to get there, and how it'll know if it got there or not.

With an eye on the future, the board and staff of Kentucky Waterways Alliance came together in June to
talk about our new strategic initiatives in 2011 and beyond. The two -day retreat funded by generous
grants from the C.S. Mott and McKnight foundations and the Environmental Support Center, was attended
by many dedicated board members from across the state and hosted by the WKU Biological Preserve near
Mammoth Cave.

Recognizing our tremendous strides toward clean waterways and healthy communities in Kentucky over

the last 17 years, those in attendance discussed ways to continue our good work in the coming years.

Pamla Wood, lifelong water activist and KWA friend, led the group of about 20 people in brainstorming.
Guided by KWAOGs mission to fiprotect and restore Ken
from our members and supporters, participants mapped out goals and strategies for the years ahead.

Many thanks to all of you who took the time to take the online survey or mail your responses into our of-

fice; we heard from over 100 supporters! You can visit our website to view survey results from a link on

our homepage. /f you would like a hard copy version of the membership survey results mailed to you,

please contact Jennifer at Jennifer@KWAlliance.org or 502589-8008.

The end result of the brainstorming
session will be a comprehensive Strate-
gic Plan that will be used to guide KWA
in our work over the next four years.
H Notify me more about ways | can The plan will be unvei
;’;gr‘::)”“w"“”"°“°Vi""”"°“°” Annual Meeting to be held in Louisville
Wi T epperu st At on November 14. (Keep checking your
individually forourlocal waterways | majlbox for an invitation and our web-
flanees site for more information.)

What could KWA do as an organization to better
meet your needs as a member?

W Offer more educational workshops
orevents

Special thanks to Pamla Wood for facili-
M Offer more educational publications tating! OUida Meier fOI’ glVIng us access
aboutlocal waterisses to a lovely meeting space, Dave Foster
M Offer more educational publications for agreelng to prOVIde Saturday nlght
about national water issues festivities, and everyone who came out
to make the 2010 Strategic Planning
Retreat a productive and FUN weekend!

ATTN: Nonprofits! File Form 990 by October 15 to Save Your Exempt Status

IRS has announced that under a one-time relief program small tax -exempt organizations that failed to file returns for 2007, 2008 and
2009 can avoid losing their tax-exempt status by filing a return by Oct. 15, 2010. Two types of relief are available: (1) a fili ng extension
for the smallest organizations (eligible to file Form 990-N); and (2) a voluntary compliance program for small organizations (el igible to
file Form 990-EZ).

August 2010 Page 3



KWA Friends Come out and Raise a Pint to Raise Upcoming Events

Fundsat Fl anagandg

Kentucky Waterways Alliance would like to §
extend a huge heart§
staff and managemen|
House in Louisville and to everyone in the
O6Sheabs Family of
ago, after a tragedy hit close to home
with the good peopl
lly of Pubs, they held a benefit day to Visit www.KWAIliance.org/comment to

raise money for a yAddd oyeIudwh peveBpieRt Diberostifydlr online letter to OR-
injured. According to Ginny Pittenger, the - accepts the donation check from an employee S\NCO asking them to protect the

August 26 Beargrass Creek
| ; I%app)( Hour Sociabcation: Wilt-
ir ?n Market Louisville, KY Time:

5:30'p.m7:00 p.m. (Read article
page 6.)

years
September 8 Comment Period

5 Tﬁndﬁ:foé It:Er{?_chalnce 8ay No to

ercury Rising in the Ohio River!

Fundraising and Event Coordinator, they F! anaganés Al e House o00pi 808 fbrd MBrcuf °Behd ' '

all felt so good after the event was over Louisville. front page article.)
that they decided to keep the good feeling alive by holding events through-

. R ) 1718 - KAEE Confer-
out the year to raise funds for worthy organizations and those in need. Septemberiis coniel

encelLocation: Cave City Convention
This June, KWA was chosen to be the recipients of the proceeds from one of  Center, 502 Mammoth Cave Street,
their fiMonday FUND Days, 0 held at FChva Gityn KY dlereninfosnation:] e
until midnight, all proceeds from the restaurant were donated to KWA to ~ www.kaee.org.

help support our Beargrass Creek campaign. The staff even donated their  september 2425- Healthy Foods,
tips to the cause that night! Though the weather was hot and humid Local Farms ConferenEeday

H

(making the outside dining room almost unbearable for part of the day!), nightés event begir

business was steady throughout the evening and right up until midnight. ~ Mansion in Louisvilled&yl confer-

Thanks to our supporters, who came -eoacewilbejhetdatgpaldng niger- a n

help us raise funds. You helped make the event a success! sity in Louisville.
October 72010 Green Spark
KWA Organizes Water Testing in Greensburg Alaigsgeation: Henry Clay Build-
ing, 604 South 3rd Street, Louisville,
Kentucky Waterways Alliance organized the Upper Green River Watershed KY Time: 11:30 a.m.
Watch training in Greensburg, Kentucky on April 24. Over 20 participants  october 9 Beargrass Creek Festi-
became certified samplers for the Upper Green River Basin. That means valLocation: Cherokee Park at Willow
more people are watching out for our precious waterways! Pond, Louisville, KY Time: 16 2.m.
p.m. Hosted by KWA, Olmsted Parks
Conservancy & River City Canoe &
Kayak (Read article page 6.)

Watershed Watch in Kentucky is made up of a group of volunteers through-
out the state who are donating their time to improve our streams through a
collected effort of water quality monitoring.
The results are then submitted to the Ken- ~ October 2224-Bluegrass Bion-
tucky Division of Water for review. Using  ©ers ConferenceSolutions for
science, they answer two simple ques- ©lanet& Peoplk leading edge

tions: AfiHow <c¢cl ean ary 2l I%splut|0%go feéepc Féee
and AAT e they saf e toheulchocatlo aucPane-

. P tarium, JotL8 ampus I\}lore Mornfa"
J oy 7o tion: www.bluegrassbioneers.org

—

Are you interested in sampling your local
stream? Contact Hank Graddy at 853846-  ave an event for our newsletter or

Kelly Craig, KWA Membership Coordinator 4805 or hank.graddy@gmail.com or Judy websi te? Let us Kkno

Upper Green water sampler, helps the quﬂ’éterse n at 502-589-8008 or sure to give you a plug!
take samples from a local stream. Judy@ KWAIlliance org

Page 4 Newstreams



Record Turnout for the Clean the Green River Fest!
Kelly Craig

TheNature Q_)

Conservancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

VAT

) l)utdoanpms

O a steaming hot July
day Crystal Light, TNC,
Green County Fiscal Court, &
@ KWA hosted one of the

Y largest cleanups ever held in Greensburg

%= Kentucky! Over 100 dedicated volunteers from */ﬂ,a

g v arious regions of thQﬁ e
the Green!o removi

& 100 tires from our beloved Green River.

Participants covered a total of 10 miles of the river and met at the
American Leglon Park to enjoy lunch and Bluegrass music courtesy of 7he Foster Children. Congratulations
to Hyun Kim of Elizabethtown who won the grand prize - a shiny new kayak. A first-timer on the water,
Hyun lost his camera and phone in the river that day, but found a kayak instead!

Speci al thanks to our supporters, Green River Paddl
Green County Record Herald, Green County Auto Supply
Mart, Replica Signs, Ann Deprez Photograpy, The Corps, & ALL of the folks who participated- making it a

record cleanup. Hereds to keeping the river clean fo

Did you participate in the cleanup and have photos to share? Please send them to Kelly at
Kelly@KWAlliance.org.

Leaving a Legacy for Healthy Communities

To be certain, these are tough economic times we still face. Nonprofits everywhere are feeling the pinch.
Kentucky Waterways Alliance hasnoét been i mmune to t
have you. Contributing to KWA may be more challenging for you than it has in the past. However, re-
membering KWA in your estate plan can be a way of ensuring your continued support of our hard work

while minimizing the impact on your finances during your lifetime.

Our executive director, Judy Petersen, recently add
Waterways Alliance and everything the organization stands for: clean water, engaged local groups and

informed citizens, is so important to me. Why woul dn
l onger physically here to do so? So, I wrote the org

If you already have a will, you can add a bequest by adding a simple codicil, \ i
and without planning an entire new will. A charitable bequest is deductible n ! “.»‘J“
for federal estate and Kentucky inheritance tax purposes, and can be worded . ]
as a specific dollar amount, specific property, or a percentage of your estate.

Please consider including Kentucky Waterways Alliance in your estate plans
Studies show that while over 75% of all Americans gift to charity during their
lifetimes, only 6% give through their wills or other planned giving vehicles.
Your thoughtfulness can bear fruit for generations to come.
If you have any questions, please contact Angela at Angela@KWAlliance.org
or 502-589-8008.
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Four watershed plans come to completion & are ready for implementation

Tessa Edelen

fter a great deal of hard work by the watershed

groups involved in
four individual watershed plans are finished! Cheers
to the Darby Creek, Dry Creek, Hancock Creek, and
Stockton Creek watershed teams and communities!
These plans were printed in limited numbers, but all
are available now on our website for everyone.

And, the first edition of the Watershed Planning
Guidebook for Kentucky Communitiesis in print and
will be available later this year! The watershed plan-
ning guidebook is intended to help communities,
watershed organizations, and state and local gov-
ernmental agencies develop and implement water-
shed plans to meet water quality standards and
protect water resources.

It is a new and improved edition of the draft guide-

their plans. Using the comments and questions gen-
erated by the groups about the guidebook, we made
it more thorough and easier to put into action. This
primer has great potential as a resource for all sorts
of audiences. Stay tuned for its posting on our web-
site.

Three of the four teams involved in the project are
moving on to implementation plans for their water-
sheds. This means that a lot of the good ideas for
improving water quality generated during the plan-
ning process wil/l

day for Kentuckyds water

Rain Gardens for Positive Change in the Beargrass

KWA continues to educate folks about small
Tessa Edelen

uilding a rain garden in your yard is just one

beautiful and effective way to handle stormwa-
ter pollution. Stormwater pollution is a big issue in
the water quality and public safety of Beargrass
Creek.

MSD Landscape Restoration Specialist Phyllis Croce

spoke about how to create and maintain one of your
own at the May Beargrass Creek Alliance meeting.

Rain gardens donét
require a little planning. Making sure your soil will
absorb water is a good place to start. Renting a sod
cutter is another good idea, recommends Croce.

Join Us for the Beargrass Happy Hour Social

Wiltshire on Market

steps toward healthier communities

The idea is that the water from
one of your homt
spouts is diverted into a garden
full of native plants that will soak
it up. Native plants are hardy in
our local environment and have
nice long roots to soak up lots of
water, unlike a lawn. A slightly
elevated border, or berm, around the garden will

~

is right and the plants are healthy, there will be no
standing water thereby reducing stormwater runoff
pollution.

Ky

K WAliosk eqplayat ebp the watepshed feants tto, write| |

become
ways

have pHelfkedd Yatek iR PrRd during & fofhn. If theisbil d o

located on 363 East Market in Louisville will host the Beargrass

Wi,.sh_l,ggt.ﬂa,ggs Creek Happy Hour Social on Thursday, August 26 from5:30 -7 : 00 p . m. §We o1
: ‘thelogoforthenewly-coined Beargrass Creek Alliange!
Be prepared to buy your own drinks and food and help us celebrate the Beargrass! :

Newstreams



Announcing the 1st Annual Beargrass Creek Festival

October 9, 2010 Time: 10 a.m. - 2p.m.
Cherokee Park at Willow Pond, Louisville, KY

iCome celebrate Lousivilledés Beargrass Cree i h Ke
iOl msted Parks Conservancy and River City & Kay
:ing lessons, canoe & kayak demos, a creek crawl, music, vendors and more! All free of
chargel So, pack up a picnic lunch. Bring your kids or the dog. And be prepared to have some fun! Inter-
i ested in joining the fine folks below in sponsoring? Contact Tessa at Tessa@KWAlliance.org or 502589—

8008
ME'I'RO| @
CANOE < KAYAK v www. mEetlro-parks§ OLN\'ST.EP R P\A\R(K \S

KWA Expanding our Work for the Rockcastle River

KWA wins funds to bring a Rockcastle River program under our umbrella

K entucky Waterways Alliance has had tremen- gram director and help KWA protect this unique
dous success keeping clean water clean, help- watershed.
ing to improve the protection of over 90% of Ken-
tuckyds waterways. A keyKWAdts méwtholse wadhi nissti @rinn ¢
fying waterways with exceptional quality and work- Resource Fund (KARF) for the Kentucky Field Office
ing to make sure they are protected from excess of the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) also
pollution for years to come. plays a large part in protecting the Rockcastle River
watershed 1 Sinking Creek in particular. Through
An example of this is our work to protect the Rock- KARF, KWA partnered with USFWS, Kentucky Chap-
castle River. Known for its beauty and frequented by ter of TNC, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and the
paddling enthusiasts, KWA worked with Kentucky Federal Highway Administration to fund the acquisi-
Division of Water and the US Forest Service to have tion a large tract of land along Sinking Creek last
a portion of the Rockcastle River designated as an year. A new agreement with the University of Louis-
Outstanding National Resource Waters (ONRW) in ville (U of L) Research Foundation will fund the U of
2009. ONRW waters receive the highest level of L Stream I nstituteds assessn
protection under the Clean Water Act. Located in degraded tributary of Sinking Creek on the pro-
southeastern Kentucky, KWA has advocated for the tected tract, bringing yet another key partner into
riverods health over t he thie efforsto praotect amdl riestoge thiswery speciplo s i t i
to the building of | -66 7 a proposed highway that place.
would included development along the river.
Our new program and collaborative efforts for the
To continue the tradition of advocating for the Rockcastle River will be an important step in pre-
riverbés protection, KWA steasyi ngc emtel yo f a pKpernotvuecdk ytbtse n
Rockcastle River program with funding from the more information about the Rockcastle River pro-
Steele-Reese Foundation. Jim Hays, former Rockcas- gram? Contact Jim Hays at 606878-7664. Inter-
tle River Project Director for the Kentucky Chapter ested in learning more about KARF Contact Judy
of The Nature Conservancy (TNC), will act as pro- Petersen at 502-589-8008.
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River City Canoe & Kayak Bringing the Outdoors to the Big City
And doing their part for clean & healthy waterways in Kentucky

Kelly Craig
Doug and Jessa Davis know a thing or two / \
about paddling. They a 0s

largest paddle sports store - River City Canoe &
Kayak - located just off Bardstown Road. With a
passion for paddling, a staff of paddling enthusiasts,
and water-loving Denali the store mascot (one of
the cutest pups in Louisville), Doug and Jesse
started up their business in 2009 so they could work
at what they love to do.

River City Canoe & Kayak offers a full range of tech- \ J

nical and lifestyle outdoor apparel, boats of all

types, paddle sports accessories, boat repair, and

instruction certified through the American Canoe

Association. Doug and Jessa are both licensedLeave range from "Women's Night" to kayak & safety

No TraceMaster Educators, and Doug volunteers his trajinings.

time with the Louisville Red Cross chapter teaching

CPR and Wilderness First Aid courses. He also en-Aside from offering great gear and certified instruc-

joys hanging out with his fellow club members in tion, they are also the first business to take part in

the Viking Canoe Club. KWAG6s new membership discou
more on the next page.) So,

Doug and Jessa's philanthropic work has also ex- per and in the Louisville area, please stop by and

tended to Kentucky Waterways Alliance. On June sypport a business that supports clean water in Ken-
23, they held a benefit sale for healthy waterways tycky.

where 10% of sale proceeds benefited KWA.

Doug & Jessa Davis and their faithful mascot Denali are pictured seated at
River City Canoe & Kayak, their store in Louisville, KY.

"We support the work of Kentucky Waterways Alli-
ance to protect and restore our waterways. If the
waters aren't protected, we aren't able to recreate
and feel safe doing so," said Doug.

We hope you will visit our friends Doug & Jessa,
owners of the single largest paddler sports retailer
and instructional facility in the Kentuckiana region.
The goal of River City Canoe & Kayak is simple: "To
spread the love of paddling and the outdoors!"

River City Canoe & Kayak
814 Cherokee Rd. Louisville, KY 40204
Phone: 502-384-3737
Email: Info@RCCKonline.com
Check out the calendar of events on the website: Website: www.rcckonline.com.
www.rcckonline.com/calendar.html.  The events
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